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THE HURST KENNE BELL R-CODE MUSTANG
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*» The vehicie pictured in this story is N2 1 of a Eimited run of 50 vehicies to bo equipped as such for the 2017 model year. Those
will most certainly be snapped up by car-loving, Performance-Camanding SUtomotive enthusiasts and gentieman hot rodders
who recognize a great car when they see one.
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Very few vehicles
have been around for
more than 50 years in
one shape or another
that can compare to
the Mustang.

he term gentle-
man driver is
1ot well known
outside auto-
mobile racing
circles, but it is, in fact, one
of the oldost phrases associ-
ated with the hobby/sport
More than 100 years ago
members of affluent familics
who wanted to race their
vehicles (instead of being
properly chauffeured around
town) basically bought
their way into the growing
sport by cither purchasing
race cars outright or having
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specially-built racers con-
structed to suit the needs of
the track and environment.
The practice continues to
this day, with privateers who
fund their own racing sched-
ule, usually participating on
the “under card” of a major
race and against other simi-
larly funded competitors.
But the gentleman
racer’s concept of a made-
to-order race car reaching
the common man didn't
really happen until the
19605, Although for years
folks could order any type




1L "Mammoth™ 't pust whiat
you'd coll the horsepower
ratings of this 5.0L Coyote
Motor; It i ais0 the name
Kenne Bell gave to the
168mm throtthe-DOdy In
KiB's 3.20 superchanpger kit
Street-legal and federally
compiant in ol S0 states,
the Kenne Boll super-
charger DOOSts the stock
435 hp to 750

of car with as many factory
options Detroft could dream
up, everything changed
with the dawn of the muscle
car era. The ability to walk
into any of the Big Three's
dealerships and order a
big-block-equipped, radio-
deleted, stripped-down
and carpetiess rocket ship
without even a single hubcap
meant anybody could imme-
diately become “the fastest
car in the valley,” at least
until someone else showed
up with the latest factory
offering,

While the gas crunch of
the carly 1970s tamped the
sales of these cars in the

showrooms, the desire of
those to be able to ordera
monster motor in a brand-
new car has never waned.
Detroit has flirted with
the concept over the years
(think the 1987 Buick GNX,
1995 Corvette ZR1, or 1999
Ford Mustang FR500), but
in the past few years there
has been rencwed interest in
not only bringing technology
and style back to the car buy-
ing public but a whole lotta
horsepower, too

Very few vehicles have
been around for more than
50 years in one shape or
another that can compare
to the Mustang. Recently

an examination of the
Mustang’s storied history
brought together some of
the most recognized names
in the automotive industry
to bulld and offer a truly
unique vehicle for 2017 the
Hurst Kenne Bell R-Coxdle
Mustang

The project started with
Larry Weiner at Perfor-
mance West Group in Bon-
sall, California, a company
that is no stranger to build-
ing one-off contemporary
Bot roxds that consistently
backs up their award-win-
ning design with a perfor-
mance aspoct that demands
attention. Performance West
is the company manufactur-
ers turn o when they want
to create a living, breathing
car out of an over-the-top
idea—a car that can then be
shown and promoted around
the country.

For this particular proj-
oct, the factory suspension
was left intact, but a set of
Hurst lowering springs was
added to change the attitude
of the Mustang as weoll as
altitude, A set of 20x9 and
20x10 Hurst Stunner wheels
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(chrome plated with Hurst
gold paint highlighting
the spokes) were wrapped
in Nitto 265/357ZR20 and
S05/30ZR20 hides.

The fastback’s exterior
was dressed head to toe by

‘erformance West with

performance goodics that

tells you this ain't no stocker.

The side splitters under the
rockers are wider than stock
and have small winglets at
their ends A custom rear
wing and diffuser was added,
as were a custom front
fascia and new upper and
lower grille surrounds (with
urcthane honeycomb mesh
inside custom frames). The
Daytona-type front splitter
(with adjustable Helm joint-
operated uprights) is a race
course recommendation -
not really for street use
unloss you live on an airstrip
tarmac.

The oo, which now
opens with the help of
stainless steel gas-charged
strutls, was reworked for
WO roasons: acsthotics and
function. The twin fresh-
air hood inlets help cool
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the beast beneath: a 321
Kenne Bell twin-screw,
Hquid-cooled polished
supercharger (outfitted with
Kenne Bell injectors, fuel
rails, 2 41/2-inch inket tube,
and XBs Mammoth 165mm
throttie-body) that, with
Just 10 psi, boosts the SOL
Coyote motor’s stock, albeit
respectable, 435 hp to a very
impressive 750 ponles (at
the engine) with California-
spec 91 octane fuel, That
magic happens with the fact
that it has a CARB EO, mak-
ing it stroet logal in all 50
states and Canada,

Even though Kenne Bell
creates somse pretty impres-
sive dyno numbers with this
Coyote-unique kit, keep in
mind the unit used for this
project is KB's “entry level™
3.2 system. The company
also has three larger kits
available, with the 4.7 unit
capable of producing well
over 1,500 hp without you
ever having to pop the heads
off the motor!

Customizing continued
with Hurst Gold valve cov-
ers. Hurst exhaust compo-

2. Hgh-back and redbol-
stered Recaro bucket
SO0t are used front
and rear in the Hurst
Kenne Bell R-Code
Mustang, and they
e covered In Katzion
Tuscany leather, with
the Hurst 1090 stRched
right into the back bol-
ster. The shifter for the
foctory sbx-speed trans
5 & short-throw Hurst
Comg Plus unt (with
viNtage-iookang cue-
Dall top) wath reverse
lockout,

. The 2017 Mustang
recenved a nose b
with the adation of
DOW LPPAT oNd IowWer
Qe surrounds, a
wethane honeycomd
mesh grilie, 0nd a more
SO0ressive hood, The
Daytona-style front
Spittor, with its Hoim
joint-operated uprights,
s meant for the strip
OF rodd Course and not
YOUr evoryday travols

around town.
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nents by Flowmaster include a 3-inch
stainless cat-back dual exhaust system
with a crossover pipe and dual quad
4-inch stainless double-wall tips fin-
ished with the Hurst logo. The original
six-speed Ford transmission stayed

in place, although a short-throw

Hurst Comp Plus cue-ball shifter with
reverse Jockout was added to aid in
gear selection.

Once the drivetrain was figured out
and body mods completed, the coupe
was painted by Rounsville Auto Body in
San Bernardino, California, with PPG's
basecoat/clearcoat Envirobase paints.
After interpreting the initial drawings
for the car, artist/pinstriper Lil Loule
(San Bernardine, California) lakd out
the car’s graphics for Rounsville to
follow in a classic 1960s design: dual
Hurst Gold stripes down the hood, over
the roof, and back past the decklid.
Louie also added all of the other Hurst
and Kenne Bell graphic logos seen
throughout the vohicle,

Inside the Mustang you'll find
highly bolstered Recaro high-back
racing seats covered in poarl-white and
black Katzkin Tuscany leather, with
additional Hurst logos embroldered
in place at the neckline. The door
panels and console lid are stitched to
match the seats, and the balance of the
interior is highly appointed factory
Ford fare.
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Performonce;
v-Rotor's,

2-piece Slotted Cross-Drilled
Zinc Plated Directionally Vaned

The ErodiSpeed Mo of premium performaonce rotors
focture siotted cross-deiled zinc-ploted ond
droctionolly-voned units thot oro purpose-cost with
qualty Fon materials for performaonce for beyond
tha foctory units they roploce. Furthermore,

oirflow ond heat dissipotion
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Front (pair) »
| GT RSl 745

| GT W/PP  wazei0e2
Rear (pair) 12?6?075

| GT and GT w/PP
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